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the world’s population shot past the 7-billion mark on its 
way to a predicted 9 billion by 2050.  Meanwhile, in spite 
of economic recession in many regions, the middle class 
is growing, along with their taste for better diets.  that new 
middle class is a global community that will reach 3 billion 
in the next four decades. History will recognize these times 
as the moment our population growth was on track to out-
pace our capacity to feed ourselves.  

the good news: we have the tools to pick up the pace of 
improvement.  not only can we feed 2 billion more inhab-
itants of our planet, but we can do it with more effective 
and efficient use of land, water and other resources.  Mean-
while, our food supply will provide more choice, more af-
fordability and greater safety than ever.

Let’s consider one of our most basic proteins—an egg. 
eggs are one of the most easily affordable protein sources.  
A single egg contains almost all vitamins and minerals a 
person needs.  A single egg has the power to break the vi-
cious life cycle of under-nutrition, which can have a huge 
impact on brain development.  that impact affects not only 
individuals but also communities—even countries. 

today, people around the world consume about 174 eggs 
per person per year produced by some 6.5 billion hens.  in 
the last decade though, globally, the hen has declined by 
about 1 egg per year. in 2013, egg production will be down 
another 2-3 percent globally. this may not sound like much, 
but if this trend continues, by 2050, the world will need 
about 3 times more hens—nearly 18 billion—to feed our 
families eggs.  

if we allow technology into the system to improve pro-
ductivity, helping hens produce a modest 1½ eggs more per 
year, will require only 1.5x more hens, or 10.4 billion.  that 
modest increase means 7 billion fewer birds, less feed, less 
water, less waste—not to mention cost. 

this protein gap is not just happening in eggs, but our 
other animal-sourced proteins as well. Although our dairy 
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productivity has grown globally, it is not keeping pace with 
demand.  in fact, we are entering the actual gap today—
where supply is becoming a real issue for the supply chain.

the solutions are in our hands – innovation, choice and 
trade. A combination of these will allow us to close the gaps 
in protein supply in the coming years. innovation is much 
greater than just products. it’s practices and genetics too.  
Whether it is transferring knowledge through an extension 
service in Africa, or improving access to a rabies vaccine 
in india, we have the innovative solutions needed for today 
and tomorrow.

Consumer choice is also a critical component to the solu-
tion.  to better understand consumer opinions on technolo-
gy use in food production, elanco commissioned a research 
review of 28 studies accounting for more than 97,000 con-
sumers in 26 countries. the results may surprise you. 

the project, the international Consumer Attitudes study 
(iCAs), found:

•	 95	percent	are	food	buyers. they choose foods 
produced by modern agriculture and make 
purchases based on taste, cost and nutrition (in 
that order).

•	 4	percent	are lifestyle	buyers, who purchase 
foods largely based on lifestyle factors. they’re 
looking for luxury, gourmet, organic, locally 
grown or other types of products. 

so that leaves a small	 fringe	 group with a loud voice 
that’s been trying to impose their opinions on others. this 
group is focused on imposing technology bans and legislat-
ing away consumer choice. 

Lastly, it is critical to allow food to move freely across the 
globe.  everyday our world becomes more global and the 
market more reliant on global prices.  Openness to trade is 
a key solution to allowing access to safe, affordable, and 
sufficient amounts of food. 

With innovation, choice, and trade, we have the solu-
tions to feeding our world in 2050.  it’s time to put the myth 
to rest and shift the dialogue toward a much more important 
question: how can we sustainably feed a growing world? 
the answer is critical and the timing is urgent. 


